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generals, the Duke of Savoy in the Low Countries,
and the Duke of Alva in the Kingdom of Naples.

In Italy the Duke of Alva allowed the French army
under the Duke of Guise to become exhausted from
illness, then he invaded the papal states, besieged Rome,
and forced the pope to make peace.

In the Low Countries Philip II. and the Duke of
Savoy, with an army of 50,000 men, invaded Picardy,
besieged Saint-Quentin, and put to rout the French
army which had come to relieve the town. They did
not profit by this victory; but Henry II., disturbed
by the progress of Protestantism, decided to ask for
peace. By the treaty of Cateau-Cambresis (1559),
the King of France gave up all that he had conquered.
The King of Spain remained master of Italy.

The rivalry of the two sovereigns was suspended
during the religious wars, which occupied the King
of France, and during the revolt in the Low Countries,
which claimed all the attention of the King of Spain.
It was to begin again at the end of the sixteenth cen-
tury, when internal peace was assured.